Energy Education Program
Winter 2006 Newsletter

Decorating & Energy Efficiency

This is the time of year to put up festive holiday lights both
inside and out. The downside happens when the electric
bill comes in and ends up being higher than usual. You
don’t need to have a darkened Christmas tree in order to
afford to put presents under it though. Try out the new
LED (“Light Emitting Diode”) Christmas lights this holiday

season.

LEDs are constructed from tiny solid-state
chips similar to the chips in computers.
These chips directly convert electricity to
light without the use of a filament or glass
bulb. Instead, the chips are encapsulated
in solid plastic that can be made into a
variety of shapes and sizes.

These lights are available for purchase at
most stores that carry the old fashioned
lights, and the cost is comparable. LED
lights last much longer, don’t get hot,

are harder to break and save energy and
money. The Department of Energy
estimates LED lighting could reduce U.S.
energy consumption for lighting by 29
percent by 2025!

Seasonal Energy Tips

The largest user of energy in the average Northwest
home is heating, so during the cold Oregon winter
it is harder to keep your energy bills manageable.
“Passive Solar” heating takes into account your win-
dow positions and manages them to keep the cold
out and the heat in. On sunny winter days, open
curtains and blinds on south-facing windows. The

i
sunshine will warm up the room and reduce your need to heat the house. East and
west facing windows both gain and lose heat depending on the time of day. North
facing windows always lose heat and you might consider thick heavy curtains to

help keep northern windows from making the house as cold.

And remember...for every degree you turn down the heat you save $3-$5 a month.

—___-ﬁ

Dear Mr. Duct Tape Head Man...

We would like to welcome our new energy expert, Mr. Duct Tape Head Man, to
the north coast. Mr. D.T.H.M. used to work for MacGyver Inc., but after an injury
involving a very sharp paper clip and a flimsey sock he had to retire from such
antics.

Mr. D.T.H.M. is an expert in keeping
people warm on bitter cold days (but his
cousin Mastic is a lot better at sealing
ductwork). He is so knowlegeable that
we have hired him here at the Commu-
nity Action Team to answer your ques-
tions about saving energy while staying
comfortable. Send in your questions
and Mr. D.T.H.M. will know the answer!

i

Write Mr. Duct Tape Head Man at:
364 9th Street Suite A.
Astoria, OR 97103
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Community Action Team Inc.
Energy Education
Housing & Weatherization
364 9th Street
Astoria, OR 97103

»* Housing Rehabilitation & Weatherization: 1-800-955-1675 *
P Energy Education: 1-800-325-8098 ¥
* Energy Assistance Toll Free Number: 1-866-722-4951 *
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